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Government ever provided for the seacoast defense in New England could not for a moment have contended with the trained hands of the smallest district. Had he attempted to push the doorkeeper of the Hartford Convention he would, like Haman, have found himself elevated on the gallows he had erected for others; for among these quiet spirits deliberating for the public good were men whose pluck was not inferior to his own, and who, if they were less fierce, were not less firm."
The following letters were written while he was in the Senate, and I give them because letters by a candidate to special friends and not intended for publication come nearer showing posterity the man, who he was and what were his aims, than anything else:
"CITY OF WASHINGTON, February g, 1824.
"Dear Sir: The Presidential question begins to agitate the minds of the people much. The attempt of a small minority of the members of Congress to get up a caucus and force public opinion to take up a particular candidate will still agitate it more, and I trust will eventuate in prostrating the caucus system altogether. Should the people suffer themselves to be dictated to by designing demagogues who carry on everything by intrigue and management, they cannot expect to see their present happy government perpetuated. It must sink under the scenes of corruption that will be practiced under such a system; and, in time, open bribery may, and I have no doubt will, be resorted to to obtain a seat in the presidential chair, if the people do not assume their rights of choosing a President for themselves.
"In this contest I take no part. I have long since prepared my heart to say with heartfelt submission. 'May the Lord's will be done.' If it is intended by Providence that I should fill the presidential chair, I will submit to it with all humility, and endeavor to labor four years with an eye single to the public good, imploring the guidance of Provi-rces the Generalate in the South and West."ed by the Legislature some fifteen
